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Foreword

If you are not yet decided on the need to read this monograph as
you hold it in your hand, let me first of all salute you! The fact that
you are ready to browse suggests a sympathy on your part to
issues of violence and how they are paraded in the public domain,
and | would urge you to burrow further. If you are committed to an
understanding, and the end of gender-based violence in Ghana
then you should need no further prompting for Susanna Osam pro-
vides a detailed description of the ways in which the media helps to
foreground gender-based violence as a social and developmental
concern. She also shows the ways in which the media is culpable
in creating problematic stereotypes.

Although there is a public perception that gender-based violence
is on the increase in Ghana, apart from a study edited by Coker
Appiah and Cusack in 1999, there are few sources of empirical data
to confirm this. Susanna Osam carries through an enormous task
of assembling media reports in The Mirror and The Daily Graphic
on gender-based violence that span a five year period (1996-2000).
She first delineates the sex-based nature of the violent acts, noting
that 13 acts perpetrated by women against men are reported, and
236 by men against women of which 14% of the female victims
experienced multiple acts of aggression and 76% experienced sexual
violence. Osam'’s analysis is particularly useful also because she
pays attention to some forms of violence that are not necessarily
constructed as violent by many Ghanaians — practices such as child
marriage, FGM, Trokosi, widow inheritance and other widowhood
rites, mentioning stories such as one about the removal from school
of a nine-year old girl to atone for her father’s sins and another
about a girl who was removed from school to become a stool wife.
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2.0 Objectives of the
Study

As concerns about gender violence gained increased recogni-
tion in Ghana, newspaper coverage of these incidents has increased
considerably in recent times. There are very few sources of infor-
mation on gender violence in the country. This research therefore
involves a five year study of media reports for insight into the over-
all situation of gender violence in Ghana. The study is not aimed
primarily at critiquing the media’s handle of gender violence. Rather
the media is being used as a source of data on gender violence.
The general objective of this paper is to establish the different forms
of gender violence that are reported in two of Ghana'’s leading na-
tional newspapers — ‘The Mirror’ and ‘The Daily Graphic’. The spe-
cific objectives are:

0 To collate information on violence against women published
in ‘The Mirror’ and ‘The Daily Graphic’ over a five-year pe-
riod.

O To analyze the information collated, in terms of the frequen-
cies of violence against women exhibited, and other factors
related to violence such as the relationship between the per-
petrator and the victim.

0 Toidentify the causes and consequences of violence against
women in Ghana, as reported by the media.

0 To assess media responses to gender violence through the
way the information is presented in the newspapers.

0 To use the information generated to suggest ways to address
gender violence.

-11 -
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0 To make the information available to research and public in-
stitutions and Government and non-Governmental organi-
sations to use for advocacy against gender violence.

12 -
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3.0 Violence Against
Women

According to the United Nations Declaration, ‘Violence against
women’ is:

Any act of gender-based violence that results in or is likely to
result in physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering
to women, including threats of such acts, coercion, or
arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in the
public or private life.

It further states that violence against women encompasses but is
not limited to:

Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in
the family, including battering, sexual abuse of female
children in the household, dowry-related violence, marital
rape, female genital mutilation and other traditional practices
harmful to women, non-spousal violence related to
exploitation;

Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring
within the general community, including rape, sexual abuse,
sexual harassment and intimidation at work in educational
institutions and elsewhere, trafficking in women and forced
prostitution;

Physical, sexual and psychological violence perpetrated or
condoned by the State, wheresover it occurs.

(United Nations, 1993)

-13-
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This definition is regarded as sufficient and appropriate because it
covers the range of violence addressed by this study. It is also con-
sidered appropriate because as a member country of the UN, Ghana
is among the nations that endorsed it as a working definition.

- 14 -
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4.0 Forms of Violence
Against Women

4.1 Sexual Violence

Sexual violence encompasses prevalent forms of offences such
as sexual harassment, incest, rape, and defilement.

4.1.1Incest

Incest is sexual intercourse between two persons who are regarded
to be closely related by blood, through marriage or by adoption.
The Criminal Code of Ghana makes it a second degree felony to
commit incest. It is punishable by imprisonment for a term of not
less than three years and not more than twenty five years. The
Criminal Code, Act 29, 1960 as amended by Act 554 section 105
makes this provision:

Any male of sixteen years or over who has carnal
knowledge of or who permits a female whom he knows to be
his grand-daughter, daughter, sister, half-sister, mother or
grandmother to have carnal knowledge of him is guilty of
incest.

Any female above the age of sixteen who has carnal
knowledge of or who permits a male whom she knows to be
her grand-father, father, brother, half-brother or son to have
carnal knowledge of her is guilty of incest.

Due to the shame and scandal associated with incest, and the
unwillingness of family members to tarnish family names or dam-
age the reputation of family members, incest is grossly
underreported. Yet it remains a major sexual problem and young
and under-aged girls often fall victims to incest.

-15 -
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4.1.2 Rape and defilement

Rape is the carnal knowledge of a female sixteen years and above
without her consent. (Criminal Code 1960, section 98; Act 29). Sec-
tion 97 amended by Act 458 section 2(a) states that:

whoever commits rape shall be guilty of a first degree felony
and shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term of
not less than three years and in addition to a fine not
exceeding 500,000 cedis and in default of the payment of a
fine to a further term of imprisonment not exceeding the
minimum imprisonment specified under this section.

Section 101 of the Criminal Code amended by Act 458 section
2(a) defines defilement of a female under sixteen years of age as
follows

Whoever carnally knows any female under fourteen years of
age, whether with or without her consent, shall be guilty of a
second degree felony and shall be liable on conviction to
imprisonment for a term of not less than twelve months or
more than ten years.

In June 1998, the Government of Ghana passed the Criminal Code
Amendment Act, whose objective is to ensure the protection of in-
dividuals under the constitution. Under this Act, sexual offenses,
which originally attracted low sentences have been addressed. Thus
under the Act, rape is now considered a first-degree felony liable to
imprisonment of 5 to 25 years.

As with other sexual abuse, the exact extent of rape and defile-
ment is concealed as a result of under-reporting by the victims and
their relatives, friends and neighbours.



Violence Against Women in Ghana: An Analysis of Cases Presented in the Print Media

4.1.3Sexual Harassment

Sexual harassment as a form of violence against women is a con-
troversial one because many people in the Ghanaian society are
now only becoming aware of this as a problem. Many people are
ignorant of what constitutes sexual harassment. Sexual harassment
involves:

unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favours, and
other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature, whether
or not directly linked to the grant or denial of an economic
consideration, where such conduct has the purpose or effect of
unreasonably interfering with an individual’s work
performance or creating an intimidating, hostile or offensive
working environment (Adjetey 1999).

Much as these may be considered the key elements of what con-
stitutes sexual harassment, the definition could be problematic. As
observed by Bortei-Doku Aryeteey & Keunyehia (1998:278), ‘there
is a difficulty in determining at what point sexually motivated inter-
action and contact between the sexes constitute normal courtship
and at what stage overtures from one party is intimidating and a
threatening behaviour.” They note, however, that blatant harassment
is well understood by those who suffer it.

Secretaries, typists, and lower administrative staff are very much
affected by harassment. However, they are not the only ones. Bortei-
Doku Aryeteey & Kuenyehia (1998) point out that in the homes,
domestic workers and non-nuclear family relatives such as cous-
ins and nieces are prone to suffer from sexual harassment. Also, in
the churches, schools, festive grounds and at other social gather-
ings in the communities, sexual harassment is prevalent. There is,
at the moment, no law in Ghana which makes sexual harassment a
crime. However, it constitutes an infringement of one’s constitu-
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tional right because it is an invasion of one’s privacy. Therefore,
legal redress can be sought.

4.2 Physical Violence

In Prah’s (1999) analysis of violence against women and chil-
dren in Ghana, she found that respondents’ definition of what con-
stitutes physical violence to women and children can be catego-
rized into the following broad range of actions:

¢ cruel punishment and physical torture
¢ forced labour

¢ beatings

¢ assault with a weapon

¢ death

A definition given to physical violence was ‘inflicting pain or caus-
ing harm to somebody with the help of a hand, knife, stick, belt or
rope’ (Prah 1999:19).

4.2.1 Physical Assault by Intimate Partners

It is not uncommon in the Ghanaian society for men to beat their
wives for the reason that a man must exercise full control over his
wife. Itis also disturbing to note that men who are in intimate friend-
ship relationships beat up their girlfriends when they think the
women have undermined their authority or when they suspect them
of having affairs with other men. Often the simple excuse given by
men to justify their actions is that the women ‘provoked’ them. The
provocation is usually that a woman has been somewhere or done
something for which, according to the man, such an action must
be taken.

Wife/partner beating as physical abuse takes many forms. These
include pushing, biting, twisting arms, shoving, hitting, kicking, slap-
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ping, pulling of awoman'’s hair, throwing her down, and using weap-
ons. Such assault can lead to serious injury and even death. Sev-
eral women are abused this way, yet only a few of them would
admit that they are abused let alone report the crime to the law
enforcing agencies. There is evidence that some women tolerate
violence for long periods before making reports (Prah 1999:94).
Other women experience death at the hands of their intimate part-
ners sometimes through the use of weapons such as guns. This
would usually happen after a long period of abuse.

4.2.2 Physical Assault by Non-intimate partners

Women also suffer from physical assault directed at them by their
children, siblings, and other relatives or non-relatives. The reasons
for such attacks may range from misunderstanding over issues to
suspicion that they have caused harm to them through the use of
spiritual powers. For such reasons, women may be subjected to all
kinds of harassment and physical beating. It must be mentioned
that focusing on women here does not in any way suggest that
men are never victims of violence initiated by women. However,
there are far more women who get assaulted by men than vice
versa and this is because of the power that men exercise over women
as a result of gender relations.

4.3 Cultural Practice Defined as
Violence

Women also experience violence resulting from some so-called
cultural practices. In many ethnic groups in Ghana, there are cul-
tural practices that are directed specifically at women. The follow-
ing practices are discussed here: Child Marriage, Female Genital
Mutilation, Trokosi (customary servitude), Violence Against
‘Witches’, Widow Inheritance, and Widowhood Rites.

-19-
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4.3.1 Child Marriage

Itis a practice in some societies in Ghana to give very young girls
in marriage to older men. Usually they are betrothed to men of their
parents’ choice during their infancy, and given outin marriage upon
reaching the age of puberty. They are sometimes withdrawn from
school for that purpose. The result of such marriages is that girls
are forced into having sex at an early age and this lengthens their
child bearing years. Pregnancy during the early teen years makes
girls vulnerable to complications of childbirth such as vesico-vagi-
nal fistula. Fistula is a hole that forms between a woman’s vagina
and bladder or rectum, leaving her with chronic incontinence. It is
caused by prolonged and obstructed labour, of which the root
causes include early childbearing, malnutrition and limited access
to emergency obstetric care. Under sections 14 and 15 of the Chil-
dren’s Act, 1998 (Act 560), child marriage is an offence. It is punish-
able by a fine not exceeding five million cedis or a term of impris-
onment not exceeding one year or both.

4.3.2 Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)

Female genital mutilation is a traditional practice which is carried
out on females from infancy through puberty to adulthood. Also re-
ferred to as female circumcision or female genital cutting, FGM in-
volves the cutting and removal of parts of the female sexual organ.
There are three types: clitoridectomy, excision and infibulation. Clito-
ridectomy involves the removal of the prepuce of the tip of the clito-
ris. Excision is the removal of the clitoris and the inner lips of the
female external genitalia or labia minora. Infibulation or ‘pharaonic’
circumcision is the most extreme form of FGM. It involves the re-
moval of the clitoris, the labia minora and the labia majora, and the
sealing of the two sides by stitching such that only a small opening
is left for the flow of urine and menstrual flow. Clitoridectomy and
excision are the two forms of FGM practised in Ghana.
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The reasons given for the practice of FGM include the pursuit of
aesthetics, preservation of religion and fulfillment of religious re-
quirements, the preservation of tradition, enhancement of fertility,
prevention of promiscuity, promotion of social and political cohe-
sion, maintenance of family hygiene and preservation of virginity.

FGM has serious health risk for those who are exposed to it. The
health consequences associated with the practice include severe
pain, profuse bleeding and trauma, the possibility of HIV/AIDS trans-
mission, the genital area remains sore several days after the opera-
tion, and the likelihood of acute urine retention. The long term ef-
fects include dyspareunia (pain during intercourse), genital infec-
tion, urinary and bladder incontinence, and increased risk of ob-
structed labour.

In 1994, the Criminal Code (Amendment) Act, Act 484 was passed
to make FGM a criminal act in Ghana. Its practice constitutes a
second degree felony punishable by a term of imprisonment of not
less than three years.

4.3.3Trokosi

Trokosi is a cultural practice that involves the enslavement of
young female virgins. They are given away by family members to
shrines to compensate for crimes that were supposed to have been
committed by family members. The fetish priest of a shrine takes
up a girl as his concubine and lives with her for several years. These
girls bear children for the priests. The girls also work for the priests
but their upkeep and that of the children born to the priests re-
mains the sole responsibility of the young girls. At the same time,
their relatives usually abandon them. The neglect, enslavement and
sexual abuse these girls are subjected to constitute an infringe-
ment of their human rights.

Trokosi is practised in some communities in the South -Eastern

-21-



Violence Against Women in Ghana: An Analysis of Cases Presented in the Print Media

-22 -

part of Ghana. Under the laws of the Ghana, any traditional ritual or
activity that subjects a person to any form of customary servitude
or forced labour is banned. Itis an offence under the Criminal Code
of Ghana (Criminal Code (Amendment) Act, 1998, Act 554, section
314A). It is punishable by a term of imprisonment of not less than
three years.

As a result of the intervention of human rights activists and or-
ganisations such as the International Needs Ghana, advocacy ac-
tivities have been carried out and a number of Trokosi girls have
been released from various shrines. Some have been rehabilitated
through training by the International Needs to acquire vocational
and other life skills. They have been supported after training with
equipment and micro-credit to start their businesses.

4.3.4Violence Against ‘Witches’

In Ghana and other parts of the world, alleged witches are almost
always women. Older women are particularly at risk of being ac-
cused of witchcraft. Once accused as a witch, a woman is victim-
ized by relatives and neighbours and subjected to all kinds of ill
treatment. Thus, mothers and grandmothers, in particular, have
suffered from attacks and some have even been murdered. The
witches camp near Gambaga in the Northern region of Ghana s an
example of how people accused of witchcraft are abandoned. The
residents of this camp are mostly women who have been accused
of witchcraft. These women are abandoned by relatives, neighbours,
and friends. The few men who are sent to the camp as witches to
be exorcised can have the services paid for by their relatives and
sent home. Whilst in the village, the ‘witches’ are under the protec-
tion of the Gambaga chief (Gambagaram) believed to possess the
power to deliver them from witchcraft. For fear of being assaulted if
they return home, these ‘witches’ stay in the camp for years (Bortei-
Doku Aryeetey & Kuenyehia 1998).
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4.3.5Widow Inheritance

Widow inheritance involves a marriage between a widow and her
brother-in-law. The idea behind it is for the family of the deceased
man to continue to care for the deceased’s wife and children. Widow
inheritance is no longer being practised by most cultures in Ghana.
In certain areas of the Upper East Region and within royal families
of the Akan, however, it still continues. (Bortei-Doku Aryeetey &
Kuenyehia 1998). Among most tribes in the Upper East region of
Ghana, after a man has been buried, her widow is asked to choose
from the family the man she would like to marry. However, this
does not always happen. Sometimes she is rejected immediately
after the burial of her husband and is asked to go to her parental
home.

4.3.6 Widowhood Rites

In many cultures in Ghana, when a woman'’s husband dies, tradi-
tion requires that she goes through certain practices. These include
her being isolated from the wider society, and undergoing acts—
such as pepper being thrown into her eyes—calculated to cause
her physical harm. The type of widowhood rite that a widow goes
through varies according to ethnic group. However, an underlying
principle is for her to practically demonstrate that she is mourning
her dead husband. For instance, among the Bimobas and other
ethnic groups in the Upper East region, Mohammed (2000) reports
that when a man dies her widow is made to stay in doors alone
and naked for some days, with only leaves covering her vagina;
and she is made to undergo certain rituals. She is served with food
indoors in a bowl or calabash which she is supposed to carry with
her anytime she is escorted outside. Custom demands that a sooth-
sayer is consulted to find out what caused the death of the man.
After this has been done and the husband is buried, she is sent out
of the room naked and given some concoction to drink. She is also

-23-
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given a bath outside and usually has to have her hair shaved at a
rubbish dump site. She might go through other ceremonies or ritu-
als depending on the tribe.

Section 88A (1) of the Criminal Code of Ghana, 1960, as amended
by PNDC L 90 section (a) states that:

whoever compels a bereaved spouse or a relative of such
spouse to undergo any custom or practice that is cruel in
nature, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

The definition of cruel custom is clarified in the Criminal Code
for, it goes on to state that:

a custom or practice shall be deemed to be cruel in nature if it
constitutes an assault, an assault with battery or
imprisonment within the meaning of the Criminal Code.

Under the laws of the country, widow inheritance is not a criminal
act. However, article 26, Clause 2 of the 1992 Constitution of Ghana
prohibits customary practices which dehumanize, or are injurious
to the physical and mental well-being of a person.
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5.0 Methodology

Information for this study was collected from publications that
appeared in The Daily Graphic and The Mirror. The former is pub-
lished daily (except Sundays) and the latter is a weekly. Both are
state-owned newspapers which give coverage to a wide range of
issues; they are circulated nationally and are widely read. Issues of
The Mirror from January 1996 to December 2000 were used.. The
‘The Daily Graphic’ is published six days in a week: Mondays to
Saturdays. In order to get a random sampling of The Daily Graphic,
this was the procedure adopted: For each week, three publications
of the paper were sampled and this was done for alternate days.
On the first week of January 1996 therefore, Monday, Wednesday
and Friday fell within the sample. For the second week of the year,
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday were sampled. The third week
was started from Wednesday, the fourth week from Thursday, the
fifth week from Friday and the sixth week from Saturday. The cycle
was then re-started from Monday. This sampling process was used
for all the five year data collection period. Consequently for each
month, 50% of the papers published fell within the sample.

Stories about violent acts committed by males against women
and girls, and by females against men and boys were selected from
the two newspapers. Cases of acts of violence by males against
males and by females against females were excluded because they
were not the focus of the study. The cases selected were limited to
violent incidents that occurred in Ghana. This means that reports
of gender violence from outside Ghana which were occasionally
reported in the two papers were excluded.

-25-
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6.0 FiIndings

6.1 Types of Violence Identified

Various types of violence committed by men against women, and
few committed by women against men, were found in the two news-
papers. In all, there were thirteen (13) cases of women who had
caused violence to men and boys. They committed acts which fall
under the following categories:

0 Murder -5 cases
O Affliction of physical injury — 5 cases
0 Attempted murder — 3 cases

Their victims were six men and eight children (one perpetrator
targeted two victims at the same time). Apart from these, the rest of
the crimes were committed by men against women and girls.

There were 236 recorded cases of violence of various types car-
ried out by men on women and girls during the study period. In-
deed, the reports indicate that in some instances some victims suf-
fered from the hands of between two to six men at the same time.
There were 33 (14%) of such instances and they include physical
beating, sexual violence, attempted murders, and murders. Spe-
cifically, 25 (76%) out of these 33 cases were sexual violence. In
other instances the act of violence was from one man to two or
three women/girls at the same time. There were 10 (30%) of such
cases and they involve physical beating, sexual violence, threats to
kill, and murder.

Apart from physical violence, sexual violence, and murder, there
were three cases that | classified as traditional practice-based vio-
lence. One involved a nine year old girl who was withdrawn from
school with the intention of making her serve a priest to atone for
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the sin of her father who was alleged to have stolen a video cas-
sette recorder. Another involved a girl who was withdrawn from
school and confined to become a stool wife (the wife of a chief).
The third case was that of a girl who was given by the parents to an
elderly man in marriage but the girl refused. This girl was later killed
and it is believed that the parents and some hired men were re-
sponsible for her death and, therefore, the parents were arrested. |
treated these three cases as separate cases rather than as vio-
lence inflicted by a man or a woman against the other gender be-
cause it involved both parents or it was not clearly specified.

| classified a few other cases as ‘other types of violence’. They
include threats to kill, the abandonment of a wife in the hospital for
delivering a baby boy, and cases of girls who were abducted. These
are included in the violence that was perpetrated by men against
women. Table 1 shows the types and frequency of cases of vio-
lence identified during the study period.

Table 1: Types of Violent Cases Identified

Type of Violence LD e
yp of Cases
Sexual 190 59
Physical 63 20
Murder 53 16
Traditional Practices Defined |3 1
as Violence
Other 14 4
Total 323 100

-27 -
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6.2 Information on the Perpetrators of
Violence

The socio-economic backgrounds of the offenders/suspects are
varied. They cut across all kinds of professions, occupations and
status — unemployed, hawkers, apprentices, farmers, school pro-
prietors, teachers, pupils/students, pastors, spiritual healers, herb-
alists, watchmen/security officers, traditional rulers, assemblyman,
quantity surveyor, managing directors and business men —to men-
tion but a few. By the nature of the study it is not possible to assess
and categorize them according to socio-economic background.

The ages and the gender of the perpetrators of violence are pre-
sented in Table 2.

Table 2: Table showing the Gender and the Age
ranges of the Perpetrators Of Violence

Age Range Men Women
Number | % Number %
20 years and below |46 14 1 8
21-30 years 79 24 5 38
31-40 years 49 15 2 15
41-50 years 88 10 1 8
51-60 years 15 4 1 8
61 years and above |12 3 1 8
Not Stated 100 30 2 15
TOTAL 334 100 13 100
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There were several offenders whose ages were not stated by the
journalists who wrote the crime stories. This was so for 30% of the
males and 15% of the females. Of those stated, the ages of female
perpetrators of violence ranged from below 20 years to above 61
years with the highest number of perpetrators (38%) falling in the
21 - 30 years age group. The majority of the male offenders (24%)
fall within the 21 — 30 years age bracket. This is followed by age
brackets 31 - 40 years (15%); then by age bracket 20 years and
below (14%). These last three age brackets constitute 74% of the
total population of those whose ages are known. This seems to
suggest that younger men are more likely than older men to inflict
violence on women. Are the youth of Ghana exhibiting more traits
of violence against women than the older generation of men or it is
the youthful nature of Ghana’s population that makes it appear so?
It could also be that reporters focus more on stories of young per-
petrators of violence.

6.3 Information on Victims of
Violence

As mentioned earlier, most of the victims of the recorded cases of
violence are women and girls. In some cases the newspaper re-
ports did not provide information on the ages of the victims. Of the
cases analysed, there were 63 victims whose ages were not stated.
Of the 248 cases in which the ages of the victims were specified,
50% fell into the 10 — 20 years age group, and 25% were below 10
years of age. Apart from cases of physical violence, murder, ab-
duction and traditional practices defined as violence, which char-
acterized 7 of the 10 — 20 years age group cases, and 10 of the 9
years and below category, the rest were offences involving sexual
abuse. This means that young girls aged 20 years and below are
often victims of sexual abuse. Figure 1 shows the percentage distri-
bution of victims of violence by age.
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Figure 1: Percentage distribution of victims of

violence by age
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An analysis of the relationship between victims of sexual violence
and their perpetrators confirms what existing literature has made
known—that the offenses are committed mostly by people known
to the victims rather than by strangers (Watts et al. 1996). Table 3
provides information on the types of violence and the relationship
of the perpetrator or main suspect to the victim.
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Table 3: Type of violence and relationship of
perpetrator/main suspect to victim

Type of Intimate | Relative | Known to | Stranger Not
Violence partner victim® to victim stated

No |% No |% No |% No (% No |%

Sexual 2 2 4 10 |286 (53 (74 |7 64 118 (79
Physical 28 |51 10 | 286 (10 (14 |3 27 12 8
Murder ® 22 40 10 |28.6 |8 11 1 19 12 8
Traditional

practice defined |0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2
as violence

Other 3 5 5 142 |1 1 0 0 3 S

Total 556 (100 |35 (100 |72 |100 |11 |100 (150 |100

tKnown to victim: This involves relationships such as co-tenant, family
friend, teacher, friend, neighbour, employee or a customer of victim’s
relative, the husband or boyfriend of a relative of the victim.

2Five of the murder cases were preceded by sexual abuse.

3The recorded cases of physical violence include some cases of
attempted murder.

6.4 How the Victims responded to
Violence

As already indicated, sexual violence was the most frequently
recorded type of violence. It was found that in several instances
the victims of such violence either reported the incidence to their
mothers or were interrogated by their mothers based on observa-
tions made by the latter — such as victim’s inability to walk properly.
In some cases, the records indicate that they reported to their par-
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ents, father, or a relative such as a sister. Non-family members such
as friends, neighbours, teachers, and supervisors also received re-
ports from victims. With some of the victims, their screams or cry-
ing drew the attention of somebody, usually, a neighbour to their
plight.

An analysis of what actions were taken by victims of all types of
violence indicates that those who did something about it reported
to someone, who also took up the matter with, mostly, the police.
Apart from a few cases of inaction, mothers, fathers, relatives,
friends, supervisors, neighbours, withesses of crimes made reports
to the police. In some instances, the victims themselves reported to
the police. In others, the victims were sent to the hospital for medi-
cal treatment before reports were made to the police. In addition to
the police, other cases were referred to the Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights and Administration Justice (CHRAG), Taxi Drivers Un-
ion, The Rent Control unit of a community, and the chief of a com-
munity. Two murderers reported themselves to the police after the
crimes.

6.5 Where and When Violent Acts
Were Committed

The reported cases reveals that incidence of violence is wide-
spread throughout the country. This is so because the cases re-
ported in the papers covered the ten regions of the country. In terms
of specific locations, the reports usually did not state whether the
incident occurred in the home, the workplace, or at a public place.
Some victims were lured or drugged whilst force was applied on
several others, particularly in cases of defilement and rape. Re-
garding time of day, the reported cases were spread throughout
the day—mornings, afternoons, evenings and at night.
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6.6 Effects of Violence on Victims

The health consequences of gender-based violence are varied
and range from short-term health effects such as headaches, bruises
and bodily pains to long-term, serious effects such as partial or
permanent disabilities, chronic pain, depression and mental disor-
ders. The various types of violence inflicted by 96% of men on
women and girls, and 4% of women on men and boys had varying
effects, some of which were not stated in the newspaper reports.
Least obvious and, therefore, unreported are the psychological ef-
fects of the violence on the victims. Yet experience of violence tends
to have psychological consequences. Domestic violence, for in-
stance, is almost invariably accompanied by psychological abuse
such as verbal insults and the use of language that constitutes threats
and undermines the safety and security of the victim. Other forms
of abuse, such as sexual abuse, tend to have psychological dam-
age on the victims. The documented effects are presented below.

6.6.1 Sexual Violence

Of 181 reported cases of defilement, rape, incest or sexual as-
sault, at least 18% were reported to have caused ill health such as
bleeding, vaginal pains, foul vaginal discharge, sexually transmit-
ted diseases, tears in the labia, or required some kind of surgical
procedure. About 7% of the victims had difficulty walking (one vic-
tim got paralyzed ) and about 2% died as a result of being mur-
dered (in addition to being sexually abused) or from complications
arising as a result of the crime. In 6% of the documented cases, the
victim got pregnant.

There is the need for NGOs and social health workers to step up
education on the importance of seeking medical help immediately
a sexual assault occurs. This would help minimize complications
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that victims experience. Victims who seek help from reproductive
health centres should also gain access to emergency contracep-
tive pills to prevent unwanted pregnancies.

6.6.2 Physical Injuries/Hospitalization and Death

As a result of force applied, or from being beaten up, 12% of the
victims of violence suffered various degrees of injuries such as bodily
wounds including a broken arm, a lower lip that was bitten off, and
loss of teeth. About 2% suffered from acid or hot oil burns. Also,
about 2% were reported to have fallen unconscious, and 4% were
hospitalized. In all 15% were specifically reported to have died as a
result of the brutalities they suffered. (These exclude death relating
to sexual abuse.)

6.6.3 Other Effects

The rest of the violent cases involved incidents such as threats to
kill, abandonment, and abduction. Others involved damage to prop-
erty or forceful ejection from the house. These have economic and
security implications.

The negative effects of the various violent acts which were com-
mitted mostly by men against women and girls show that every
effort must be made to bring to light such acts of violence and the
perpetrators duly punished. Unfortunately, it is not all perpetrators
of violence who get punished or get punished severely enough.
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6.7 Some Violent Acts and Reasons
Given for them

6.7.1Violence Motivated by Challenge to Male
Authority

O

A 37 year old trader poured acid on his 24 year old girl friend
and caused deformities on her body because she decided to
end their love relationship. (The Mirror, 11-5 -96, Page3)

A 26 year old trader living in Tema was thrashed by her hus-
band till she became unconscious. She had disobeyed her
husband’s instruction that she should not attend a religious
crusade being organised in their neighbourhood. (The Mir-
ror, 28- 3- 98, Page 3)

An ex-service man shot and killed his wife in Madina, Accra,
because she reversed an instruction he had given to their
children. (The Mirror, 29 — 8 — 98, Front page)

For not providing iced water during supper, a 47 year old
employee of the Geological Survey Department murdered
his wife in Saltpond in the Central region, by kicking her
several times in the abdomen. (The Mirror, 3 — 6 — 99, Front
page)

For resisting her husband’s decision that they should spend
the night in the same room with his girlfriend, a 45 year old
man murdered his 42 year old wife by kicking her in the chest
and abdomen. This incident occurred at Samso, a village
near Obuasi in the Ashanti region. (Daily Graphic, 16 — 10 —
2000, Front page)

A 72 year old farmer at Jumapo in the Eastern region mur-
dered his 30 year old wife for complaining about his drinking
habit. (The Mirror, 24 — 6 — 2000, Page 3)
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At Moshie Zongo in Kumasi in the Ashanti region, a 26 year
old man beat up his wife, a nursing mother, for not hearing
him knock on the door late at night. (The Mirror, 30 — 12 —
2000, Page 3)

A 40 year old woman resident in Sekondi in the Western re-
gion had refused advances from her man to reconcile as
husband and wife after a misunderstanding. As a result the
man (a farmer) slashed her with a cutlass and left her in a
critical condition. (The Mirror, 4 — 4 — 98, Front page)

6.7.2Violence Motivated by “Sexual
Considerations”

Although the reasons for committing the crimes below were re-
ported in the newspapers as sexual, literature on violence by men
against women suggests that underneath such actions are a desire
by men to exhibit male identity and power.

O

A 40 year old itinerant priest lured an 8 year old girl into a
classroom in Takoradi on Christmas eve at about 10.30 p.m.
and assaulted her sexually. (Daily Graphic, 30 — 12 — 96, Front
page)

A 25 year old man sexually assaulted a 96 year old woman
on her farm in Kwahu in the Eastern region and caused her
to be partially paralysed. (The Mirror, 4 - 5 — 96, Page 3)

A 21 year old fisherman defiled an 18 month girl at Adja Klodzi
near Nkwanta in the Volta region causing the victim to bleed.
(The Mirror, 19 — 4 — 97, Page 3)

Two school boys aged 10 and 12 years sexually assaulted an
8 year old girl by a stream at 4 p.m. at Akyim Techiman in the
Eastern Region causing her to bleed. (The Mirror, 30 -8 -97,
Page3)
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A 24 year old man whose ex-lover had married another man
drugged her, took photographs of her in the nude and dis-
tributed the photographs. (Daily Graphic, 14 - 10 - 98, Page
16)

At Tema, a 22 year old man kicked his girl friend in the stom-
ach and it led to her being hospitalised. The reason was that
she insisted that he had impregnated her. (The Mirror, 18 — 4
— 98, Front page)

A 28 year old fisherman whose wife, a fishmonger aged 26
years, got pregnant, attempted to abort the pregnancy be-
cause he could not cater for an additional mouth. Without
the wife’s consent, he inserted a stick into her vagina in an
attempt to abort the pregnancy. (The Mirror, 20 — 3 -99, Front
page)

A husband physically assaulted his wife and caused her to
sustain injuries because she refused to have sex with him.
(The Mirror, 26 — 6 — 99, Page 3)

A 47 year old farmer who suspected his pregnant wife of
infidelity clubbed her to death. ( The Mirror, 25 — 3 — 2000,
Page 3)

For refusing to abort a pregnancy, a 30 year old man poured
acid on his girl friend such that she suffered severe bodily
pains. (The Mirror, 6 — 5 — 2000, Front page)

A 30 year old man who suspected his 30 year old lover of
infidelity hit her jaw repeatedly with a crowbar and caused
her to lose 5 teeth. (The Mirror, 25 — 11 — 2000, Front page)
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6.7.3 Violence Motivated by Financial Reasons

O

A 24 year old farmer inflicted cutlass wounds on his 65 year
old landlady for demanding rent from him. The woman was
hospitalized and the man later committed suicide. (Daily
Graphic, 13 - 4- 2000, Front page)

A 45 year old labourer beat up his 25 year old pregnant wife
and pushed her down. She lost consciousness and died. It
was reported that she had demanded money from him to go
to the hospital. (The Mirror, 20 — 8 — 97, Page 3)

At Oguaa in Koforidua in the Eastern region, a man beat his
wife and bit her hand, leaving her in a condition that de-
manded medical attention. The two had a misunderstanding
when the woman visited the man to collect school fees and
maintenance money for their children. ( The Mirror, 13 - 12 —
97, Front page)

6.7.4Violence Motivated by Supernaturally
Assigned Reasons

O

O

A 48 year old man used steel wire to beat his wife because
he suspected that she was spiritually responsible for his de-
fective male organ. She sustained injuries all over her body.
(Daily Graphic, 24 — 4 — 96, last page)

A 31 year old man beat up a 55 year old woman in
Nankpanduri and tied her in the sun for two hours. He ac-
cused her of being a witch and responsible for killing his
father spiritually. (Daily Graphic, 31 — 10 — 96, Page 16)

It is clear from these examples that women of all ages suffer from
violence of various types for all kinds of reasons from men and, in
particular, men who are intimately related to them.

-38 -



Violence Against Women in Ghana: An Analysis of Cases Presented in the Print Media

6.8 Punishment Meted out to the
Perpetrators of Violence

There was no information on what happened to 5% of the perpe-
trators of violence. The rest were stated. Perpetrators who had been
granted enquiry bail, whose cases were being investigated, and/or
who had been arrested, jailed, placed in police custody or in prison;
or who appeared before the court, tribunal or other community-
based arbitrators, constituted 83% of the cases. However, 11% of
the suspects had not yet been arrested as at the time the stories
were published. The remaining 1% involved cases where the per-
petrator was not known, had committed suicide or had nothing
done to him.

The data indicate that in the majority of cases, some action to
arrest, convict or penalize the offender had either been taken, was
in progress, or was due to be taken. Much as this tells us that most
of the offenders would not go free, there is not enough information
for us to know the final outcome of each case. Itis also dishearten-
ing to know that it is possible for an offender to go unpunished. In
one case a petition was made to the Inspector General of Police by
the victim’s father for action to be taken against the perpetrator but
the writer does not tell us of the outcome.

Imprisonment sentences of various lengths were reported to have
been given out for some of the offenders. For those who had com-
mitted sexual offences, sentences ranged from 24 months to 24 years,
with hard labour in some cases. In addition, some included fines
ranging from 200,000 cedis to 5,000,000 cedis. Out of 49 imprison-
ment cases for sexual offences, 11 people (22%) received 7 years
imprisonment and 10 people (20%) received 10 years imprisonment.
Some of the most lenient court cases involved the following:
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O

A 25 year old man was fined 700,000 cedis for defiling a 9
year old girl and causing a tear of her labia. No prison sen-
tence was given. (The Mirror, 15 - 2 — 97, Page 5)

A two year term of imprisonment was given to a 20 year old
man who raped a 10 year old girl who was mentally retarded.
(The Mirror, 13 - 12 — 97, Page3)

Non-sexual offense cases attracted imprisonment terms ranging
from 18 months to 6 years, including the payment of fines in some

cases.

6.9 What Compensations for
Survivors of Violence?

Of all the cases analysed, only the following involved giving some
compensation to the survivors of violence:

O

100,000 cedis out of an unspecified amount of the fine was
to be given to the father of a 22 year old victim of sexual
abuse. (The Mirror, 26 — 7 — 97, Front page)

A cobbler was sentenced to 3 years imprisonment and asked
to pay one million cedis as compensation to a 10 year old
girl he defiled. (Daily Graphic, 1 — 8 — 98, Page 18)

Two boys were sentenced to 24 months imprisonment each
and asked to pay 100,000 cedis each to two police women
whom they physically assaulted for stopping them from steal-
ing a bunch of plantain. (The Mirror, 31 — 1 — 98, Page 3)

In addition to 18 months imprisonment, a man was charged
to pay 800,000 cedis to the victim he physically assaulted,
bit her lower lip and broke her arm. (The Mirror, 19 — 12 — 98,
Page 3)
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0 For physically assaulting a woman and inflicting wounds, a
man was fined 500,000 cedis out of which 400,000 cedis was
to go to the victim. (The Mirror, 5 — 2 — 2000, page 4)

O A perpetrator was put on trial but in an out of court settle-
ment was asked to pay 400,000 cedis compensation to a
victim of sexual assault who got paralyzed. (Daily Graphic, 8
—11-99, Page 13)

0 The parents of a perpetrator of violence were to bear the
medical cost of three surgical operations of a victim of sexual
defilement. (Daily Graphic, 29 — 12 — 99, Page 14)

0 For a sexual offence of defilement, a man was sentenced to
6 years imprisonment and asked to pay 500,000 cedis com-
pensation to the victim of violence. (The Mirror, 27 — 8 - 97,
Page 3)

0 A perpetrator of sexual violence was given 18 years impris-
onment and asked to pay 3 million cedis compensation to
the victim of violence. (Daily Graphic, 29 — 6 — 2000, Front
page)

It is clear that only a small number of sexual abuse cases that
were recorded during the study period attracted some form of com-
pensation. The judgement for 18 years imprisonment and 3 million
cedis compensation appears to be the best punitive measure that
was given for a sexual offence. The need to pursue cases further
for victims of sexual violence to be compensated is obvious. Advo-
cacy groups must pursue this and the media must create public
awareness for victims and their relatives to claim damages.
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6.10 An Analysis of Media Response

6.10.1 Abuse Through Force or Coercion?

It was not always clear from the reporting whether the perpetra-
tors got their victims through the use of force or through coercion.
Some stories specified this whilst in others this could be inferred.
In some cases it was not quite applicable to make that distinction.
What was clear was that about 12% of the victims were coerced,
lured or drugged, whilst, the cases of about 17% others involved
the use of force. Providing the relevant details in all cases would
have helped to determine the most frequent means men use to
abuse women.

6.10.2 Where do Abuses Occur?

The details of where a crime occurred varied but not all the re-
ports carried this information. Providing minute details such as
whether a crime occurred at the victim’s house, the perpetrator’s
house, some other private place or a public place for all cases would
have helped to determine where most violent acts occurred. Such
information would help with education on preventive measures
against gender violence.

6.10.3 How was the Violent Act made Public?

As previously stated, most of the time it was the police who were
informed of the crimes committed. The reports were made mostly by
people who got to know of the crime or by the victims themselves. In
some of the publications, it was obvious that a report had been made
but it was not stated who made the report. Other reports did not
mention whether or not the victim made a complaint to a relative, a
neighbour, the police, or some other recognized agency. This was
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so with 78 (28%) of the cases analysed. If journalists provide such
information it would help us to know how people respond to vio-
lence, particularly the so called ‘domestic’ ones which some people
consider as ‘private’ and, therefore, worth settling at home rather
than through the legal system. Knowing the reactions of various cat-
egories of people including the victims themselves would help deter-
mine what type of behaviour change communication messages
should be developed and communicated to the public.

There was a report of one case of wife beating which went to
court but was withdrawn because the two families involved requested
to settle it amicably at home.

6.10.4 What Headlines?

The type of headline given to an article reflects, to a large extent,
the author’s values and attitude toward a case. ‘Man Breaks Lov-
er’'s Jaws with Crowbar’ was given a front page coverage. This
was a relatively good way to draw attention to an outrageous act
without being biased toward the perpetrator or the victim of vio-
lence. However, there are instances where the reporters seem to
blame or condemn some victims of violence. ‘After the booze’
was the heading given to the story of an 18 year old girl who was
assaulted sexually whilst drunk. It seems to suggest that she should
not have ‘boozed’ to get herself into such a predicament. A similar
one, which also seems to blame the victim for getting drunk, had
the heading ‘Akpeteshie lover raped’. In another instance the re-
porter appeared to be saying ‘your infidelity has cost you your life’
for the heading given to the story of a man who killed his wife had
the title ‘Wife dies after spending night with ex-lover’.

Sometimes itis the way the story is presented that gives the sense
that the victim is being blamed. This was so in the coverage given
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to the story of a woman who got raped in a botanical garden. The
reporter seemed to blame the victim for not complying with what-
ever regulations there might be. At other times the reporter presents
the information in a way that gives the impression that the perpe-
trator is being excused for his behaviour. Take for example an arti-
cle headed: ‘Drunk Priest Rapes Client’. The reporter seemed to
be excusing the priest who raped his client that it was done under
the influence of alcohol.

Sometimes the heading fails to draw the reader’s attention to the
perpetrator’s offence: ‘Woman 24 deformed by acid burns’ and
‘Three days with a dead body’. The former does not draw atten-
tion to the fact that the deformities were caused by a man’s violent
action neither does the latter convey the message that a man had
murdered a woman.

The tendency for media coverage of violence against women to
reinforce patriarchal conceptions of rape and other forms of vio-
lence have been well noted (Steeves 1997). It is for instance a com-
mon myth to think that the victim of rape is responsible for the act.
They are blammed for being at inappropriate places, often at inap-
propriate times, for not being obedient or for provoking men in
various ways such as through their dressing or from what they say
or do. Women are expected to take precautionary measures to avoid
rape, whilst men are excused for their acts of violence against
women. Journalists need to be aware of such lapses and correct
them.
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7.0 Dealing With
Violence Against
Women: The Way
Forward

Any individual, group of people or organisations that commit them-
selves to the task of ending violence against women and girls in
society must recognize that it is a complicated and difficult task
that requires a multi-faceted approach. Among other measures, there
is a need to tackle some of the most deeply entrenched beliefs in
societies since the desire of men to exercise absolute control over
women constitutes an underlying reason for gender-based violence.
This desire is the result of socialization processes and the institu-
tionalization of customary ideas of gender relations. Women are
socialized to be submissive, obeidient and conforming. Men are
allowed to chastise and discipline women and to assert their au-
thority over them. It will take a great deal of commitment, sustained
interest, and adequate allocation of resources for us to make a
headway to save the lives of millions of women from the brutalities
of men. | discuss strategies for ending gender-based violence un-
der four main headings: Recognizing violence as violence; how
violence is treated; support for survivors of violence, and preven-
tion of violence.

7.1 Recognizing Violence as Violence

Some women who experience gender-based violence are not
even aware that what they are experiencing is not right and that it
constitutes a violation of their human rights. This is so for most
forms of violence, including even physical assault. Prah (1999) notes
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that women and girls in Ghana accept and tolerate violence as a
legitimate and normal method of resolving everyday conflicts.
“Physical punishment for stepping out of assigned and ascribed
roles as a woman or a child is then seen as a normal occurrence”
(p.93). For those who get abused sexually, some, particularly girls,
do not know that it constitutes a crime and that they have a right to
report. The worst part of it is that even those who might dare to
make a report to someone might keep silent because their abusers
threaten to harm or kill them if they report it to anyone. There is,
therefore, the challenge of how to counteract these problems.
Women and girls must recognize all forms of violence that are di-
rected at them and must be willing to expose the offenders. Men as
well must recognize violence as violence and appreciate the need
to desist from such acts. This calls for intensive awareness creation
and education among women and men and girls and boys. It also
calls for giving women the support they need to make them more
assertive within their relationships, and willing to resist violence.

The Ministry of Women and Children’s Affairs and other Govern-
mental organisations as well as hon-governmental organisations
must campaign against gender violence. They can do this by in-
tensifying the implementation of radio and other programmes that
make people aware of the various types of violence and the fact
that these constitute offences and, therefore, must not be condoned.

7.2 How Violence is Treated

Cases of gender-based violence in the newspapers got reported
mostly because they reached the attention of the law enforcement
agencies. The analysis of these cases revealed that most of the re-
ports were made by victims to parents or neighbours who in turn
reported to the police. This is consistent with existing data. In her
analysis of general agency usage over afive year period, Prah (1999)
reports that the police were the most utilized agency in all regions
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when women reported violence. We must, however, bear in mind
that generally speaking, there is under-reporting of gender violence
incidence, particularly in cases of sexual abuse. There must be moni-
toring by the Department of Social welfare and community-based
human rights organisations to determine the extent to which gender
violence cases are reported to the law enforcement agencies.

There must also be monitoring by the Ministry of Women and
Children’s Affairs to determine the adequacy of the responses of
agencies to which gender violence cases are reported. In Ghana,
apart from family members, there are a number of service provid-
ing agencies to which survivors of gender violence could turn. Agen-
cies like FIDA-Ghana, The Commission for Human Rights and
Adminstrative Justice (CHRAJ), WAJU (The Women and Juvenile
Unit of the Police Service of Ghana), The Ark Foundation and WISE
(Women'’s Initiative for Self Empowerment) would be seen to be
well equipped to handle such cases considering their missions.
However, their services are not spread throughout the country so if
violence occurs outside the regions where they are located, ac-
cessing these services proves to be a challenge.The services of
agencies such as the Police Service, hospitals, clinics and health
posts, the courts and the social welfare are more widespread. How-
ever, most of the personnel in these agencies to whom cases would
be sent are not trained to respond sensitively to cases of gender-
based violence. This study could not elicit what the responses of
the personnel who handled the violence cases were. However, there
is evidence that they are usually not very responsive. Even though
as a law enforcement institution, the Police Service is well utilized
when it comes to reporting cases of gender-based violence, Prah
(1999) reports that gender violence is not considered a serious crime
by the institutions that are supposed to respond to them and, there-
fore, they tend not to make serious interventions. Her study shows
that of violence survivors who reported cases of physical violence
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and injuries, 75% of adolescents and 64% of adults said their per-
petrators were let off with a verbal warning. This shows that much
sensitization needs to be done among staff of agencies to whom
survivors of gender violence turn so that they deal with violence
with seriousness and sensitivity. They must be trained to always
record cases, and to collect data based on cases reported to them.
The police in particular must be trained to provide a breakdown of
crimes by gender. The current way of recording crimes is not use-
ful. For instance, as noted by Bortei-Doku and Kuenyenhia (1998:
228) “The police categorize wife beating or domestic violence as
assault. Thus although there are figures on assault cases it is not
possible to find out how many of such cases involve battered
women”. Similarly, they found that the Emergency Ward at the Korle-
Bu Teaching Hospital has no statistics on injuries sustained by
women as a result of violence. Government and Non-governmen-
tal organisations can work together to develop tools for use by health
institutions in screening and diagnosing gender violence.

Again, there must be monitoring to determine the outcome of the
cases of gender violence in terms of adequacy of the legal re-
sponses. In this study, for several of the cases, steps were taken to
bring the perpetrators of violence to justice. However, the analysis
showed that with a lot of the cases punishment given was not se-
vere enough. This might be indicative of the lax attitudes of law
enforcement agencies to gender violence. Prah (1999) reports that
even though they found a high number of arrests of perpetrators,
there was a tendency toward giving several of them verbal warn-
ings and fines rather than jails — a possible indication of the lack of
seriousness with which violence against women is treated. Adequate
punitive measures must be taken to serve as deterrent to offenders
and adequate compensations must be paid to the survivors of vio-
lence. Lawyers, magistrates and judges must be trained to be sen-
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sitive and non-hostile to survivors of gender violence, and to take
stronger punitive measures against perpetrators.

7.3 Support for Survivors of Violence

Survivors of gender-based violence require both short term and
long term aid. The following are some measures that can be taken:

Governmental and non-Governmental organisations can set up
hotlines so that victims can reach out to these for immediate assist-
ance. Counselling services must be provided as is being done
through some established agencies such as WAJU, WISE and the
University of Ghana Medical School counselling unit. More coun-
selling services must be made available through established units
and agencies. This would be particularly useful for those who can-
not have access to hotlines due to reasons such as inaccessibility
to telephones.

Some Non-Governmental Organisations in Ghana such as the
Young Women Christian Association (YWCA) and the Ark Founda-
tion have started to provide temporary shelters for abused women.
More Non-Governmental Organisations should take this up so that
more of such services will be readily available to women who ur-
gently require them as a short term measure. Above all the state
must begin to offer such vital and urgently needed services.

Other support that should be made available to survivors of gen-
der violence who need them include providing new economic op-
tions through skills training, and providing financial assistance and
credit facilities to address economic needs and to make them less
dependant on their abusive husbands.

- 49 -



]

Violence Against Women in Ghana: An Analysis of Cases Presented in the Print Media

-50 -

7.4 Prevention of Violence

Governmental and Non-Governmental Organisations should train
women and men at the community level, particularly community
workers, to promote attitudinal change:

O They must raise the consciousness of men and boys of gen-
der relations and perceptions of masculinity and femininity
and the need for fundamental changes in ideas and beliefs
regarding these in favour of more equitable and respectful
relationships within the household and communities.

0 They must provide education aimed at making gender vio-
lence a critical issue of concern to every one, and for action
to be taken as soon as it happens. They can do this by rais-
ing a great deal of awareness on the causes and
consequencies of violence against women and girls.

Without hard data and systematic information on violence, not
much can be done to address gender violence. The Ministry of
Women and Children’s Affairs should compile statistics and regu-
larly provide updates so that information on the prevalence of vari-
ous forms of violence against women will be regularly available for
advocacy and policy formulation by Government, International
Agencies, and national and local organisations. Such data would
also serve as sources of basic information on gender violence for
measuring the effectiveness of interventions and for the analysis of
trends.

The Government of Ghana is party to International Instruments
that uphold the elimination of violence against women — ‘The Afri-
can Charter on Human and People’s Rights’, and ‘The United Na-
tions Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women’ (CEDAW). The Criminal Code of Ghana and Gha-
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na’s 1992 constitution protect women from various forms of abuse
that violate their human rights. However, more needs to be done
practically including instituiting legal reforms to ensure the full pro-
tection of women. It is therefore in order that through the initiatives
of the Ghana Law Reform Commission, the International Federa-
tion of Women Lawyers (FIDA) and NGOs, a Domestic Violence
Bill has been drafted and is being discussed. The Bill provides pro-
tection from domestic violence, particularly for women and chil-
dren. When passed into law, Ghana will have a comprehensive law
on domestic violence and it will enhance the protection of the rights
of women. Through the initiative of an NGO Coalition on the Do-
mestic Violence Bill as well as through the efforts of the Ministry of
Women and Children’s Affairs, various fora have been held to edu-
cate the general public about the bill and what it offers. Educational
activities have also been carried out through the media. As a result
there is a great deal of awarenss among the general public about
the bill. There have, however, been controversies over sections of
the Bill and the Ministry of Women and Children’s Affairs has been
slow in ensuring that the Bill gets passed into law. Human rights
and gender activists must continue to lobby The Ministry of Women
and Children’s Affairs to get Parliament to pass the bill into law.
Thereafter, Governmental and Non-governmental Organisations
have to monitor its implementation.

The Ministry of Women and Children’s Affairs as well as Non-
governmental organisations must provide training for all catego-
ries of people — lawyers, magistrates, judges, police officers, social
workers - who are involved in investigating and dealing with those
who commit violence against women for improved sensitivity and
seriousness to the issue, and to ensure improved corrective meas-
ures for perpetrators of violence. Training must also be given to
those who provide help and support to survivors of violence — doc-
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tors, health workers legal officers & counsellors for improved com-
pensations and support to survivors of violence.

The media must intensify its coverage of issues of violence against
women for educational and advocacy purposes. Journalists must
actively search for and report on incidences of violence against
women, follow up these cases and report further on them. In re-
porting, they should avoid constructing stories in ways that distort
the crimes, exonerate the perpertrators of violence, and blame the
victims of violence. As rightly noted by Steeves (1997), the print
media wields a great deal of influence over the educated, urban
minority including political leaders, who also have a great deal of
power to effect change and, therefore, it must be used to combat
gender violence by responsible reporting. Often journalists allow
their misconceptions and prejudices to influence their reports on
gender violence. Therefore, they must be trained to reduce distor-
tions arising from these and to provide as much details as are avail-
able, for more comprehensive perspectives on issues of violence
against women that are covered. Such training can be organised
by Governmental and Non-Governmental organisations that are
advocates of women'’s rights issues.
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